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REACTIONS TO GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Many reactions have been heard to the General Conference actions, 
Others, 
determination to "stay put" in spite of the church's inhospitality. 


despair and a desire to leave the church. 


cles which touch on these diverse reactions. 


among them expressions of 
however, have responded with a willful 
Following are two arti- 


First is an article written by a lesbian with 20 years service in the representative minis— 


try of the United Methodist Church. 


Prompted by the regressive climate in the church in re- 
cent years to reassess her calling, she has chosen to remain within the system. 


"Discerning 


the Real Church" is her statement of that calling. 


The second article was contributed by a gay man, 


Church. 
vision. 


DISCERNING THE REAL CHORCH 


As a woman (and lesbian) of faith I exper- 
ience a strong call to discernment as part of 
my call to ministry. Always a part of my 
life, this call is especially significant at 
this point in the history of the United Meth- 
odist Church. 


We need the clarity and courage to dis- 
tinguish the difference between Gospel and 
church to know that they are not synonymous. 
The church is a fallible community of faith; 
it is accountable to God and to the Gospel. 
Contrary to the implications, procedures and 
focus of the recent General Conference, the 
church's primary purpose is servanthood in 
the world. This purpose is the church's sole 
mandate. It has no mandate to be God's 
surrogate judge/mediator in the world (though 
the church has often claimed to have such a 
role!). The church distorts its mandate when 
it sees itself as a surrogate for the One who 
is the only judge. When it does so, it re- 
nounces its own accountability and loses its 
authenticity. 


This loss is evident in the years of eee 
paration and resulting actions of this year's 
General Conference. Emerging is a "psuedo 
church" devoted to the survival and worship 
of its own institutional form. This "pseudo 
church" substitutes its least consequential 
qualities (Administrative Boards, Annual 
Conferences, General Conferences) for its 
primary witness. Careful discernment dis- 

DISCERNING/p. 4 


long active in the United Methodist 


In the midst of his anger and frustration, he finds himself with the gift of a 
He shares that vision with us in "Affirmation as Who-ville." -Ed. 


AFFIRMATION AS WHO-VILLE 


A few nights ago, as we in Mid-Atlantic 
Affirmation were concluding our first post- 
General Conference meeting by standing arm- 
in-arm singing "Song of the Soul," I had a 
vision--a delightfully wacky, healing vision. 
All of a sudden, I felt I was in Who-ville on 
Christmas morning. 


You know the scene: The Grinch, who can't 
stand the Whos' gaiety, has just stolen 
Christmas (or so he thinks) by taking every 
Who tree, stocking, gift, etc. He's about to 
dump all the confiscated goodies over "the 
side of Mount Crumpit,"' when he hears across 
the countryside not the wailing he had wanted 
but, rather, joyous singing. The Grinch had 


failed; the Whos stili had their Christmas. 
I realized, as I was singing, that the 
United Methodist Church is my Grinch. It 


thought that, by casting bigoted votes at 
General Conference, it could deny me _ the 
Christian love and assurance I have known all 
my life. And, for a while, in my anger I was 
giving the chureh the wailing it (like the 
Grinch) wanted. 


But, my vision reminded me, Christian 
faith and love is more than just the institu- 
tional church. Indeed, the institution need 
not exist at all for that faith and love to 
be present, just as trees, gifts, and "Who- 
pudding" need not be present for there to be 


Christmas. 
WHO-VILLE/p. 4 
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GENERAL CONFERENCE: FEW SURPRISES 


The 1984 United Methodist General Conference, held in Baltimore during the first two weeks 
of May, produced few surprises for lesbians and gay men. The biggest blow came in a decision 
to write into the Book of Discipline language specifically barring "self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals" from ordination or appointment within the United Methodist Church. That action 
was taken after the church's Judicial Council ruled that language adopted earlier in the con- 
ference requiring "fidelity in marriage and celibacy in singleness" would not necessarily keep 
annual conferences from accepting lesbian/gay clergy. 


The conference also refused to take more open stances within the church's Social Princi- 
ples. It defeated a proposal that would have deleted from the statement the clause "we do not 
condone the practice of homosexuality and consider this practice incompatible with Christian 
teaching."' The proposal also would have inserted language committing the United Methodist 
Church to be in ministry with all persons regardless of sexual orientation" and calling for 
"healing grace for all." In addition, the conference defeated a proposal to add to the prin- 
ciples a paragraph calling for legal protection against discrimination based on sexual orien- 
tation. (The principal fear was that, by adopting the proposal, the United Methodist Church 
would open itself up to lawsuits from lesbians and gay men it chose to fire.) Finally, the 
conference defeated attempts to delete from the Discipline the paragraph that prohibits fund- 


ing of gay caucuses or groups that "promote the acceptance of homosexuality." -John Hannay 


LIFE AFTER GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Persons attending our spring meeting just 
prior to General Conference will have no 
doubt that the answer is YES! Here is a 
glimpse of our upcoming plans: 


Reconcilin Congregation Program is 
Affirmation's ministry to the institutional 
church. This effort is to provide resources, 
support and networking to local churches who 
are deciding that they can only be faithful 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ by affirming 
lesbians and gay men. Want to know more? 
Write the Program at P.O. Box 24213, Nash- 
ville, IN” 37202. 


Outreach: in addition to an ad to run 
weekly in United Methodist Reporter, a group 
of regional organizers is being recruited to 
enable local networking among lesbian and gay 
United Methodists. If you're interested in 
helping to organize folk in your community or 
annual conference, write Mike Underhill, 3@ 

Chicago, IL 


Theology Task Force —- Continuing efforts 


to articulate a gay and lesbian liberation 
theology include a major focus at our Fall 
meeting. Publication of an occasional jour- 
nal is planned, among other ways to share our 
thinking and being. If this is an area of 
special interest, write Allen McCormack, << | 


SSE Minneapolis, N 


Campmeeting '85 -— Knowing in difficult 
times we need to be church and family for 


each other, an extended period of fun and 


growthful fellowship is being planned for 
Summer of 1985. If you have ideas or can 
help, see the longer article elsewhere in 


this newsletter and respond! 


PORTLAND AREA ORGANIZES 


Whatever else may be said about last 
month's General Conference, it may be the 
best organizing tool yet for lesbian and gay 
United Methodists and their friends. The 
regional organizing plan mentioned elsewhere 
in this newsletter is one reflection of that 


reality. 


But not everyone is waiting for an initia- 
tive from "national Affirmation." We hear 
weekly of groups of concerned folk arising 
out of their anger and pain to be the church 
in the midst of what one author in these 
pages calls the "pseudo-church." These are 
they who say that their Christmas is not 
dependent on what the Grinch stole. 


One notable example is the organizing 
happening now in the Oregon-Idaho Conference. 
This conference is home to many with solid 
progressive credentials and several long-time 
friends of Affirmation. More power to you 
and your kind! 


KKK KKK KEE ERE KEE RER ER EE ERERERERERRERERE RE RE 


If you have comments, suggestions, ideas or 
contributions for the Affirmation newsletter, 


contact: 
AFFIRMATION Communications 


Minneapolis, MN 
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STATEMENTS OF SOLIDARITY 


The actions of the General Conference are 
instigating a steady flow of expressions of 
solidarity with lesbians and gay men in the 
church. 


Persons at Iliff School of Theology char- 
acterized the legislation as a violation of 
"the best which is within the United Metho- 
dist tradition." They said it repeats 
"orievous errors from its past," such as 
condoning slave holding in 1840, excluding 
female delegates (1888) and formation of the 
all-black Central Jurisdiction in 1939 as the 
price for union of the former Methodist Prot- 
estant, Methodist Episcopal and Methodist 
Episcopal Church South. The signers pledged 
themselves not to “ask or answer any ques- 
tions" about their own or others’ sexual 
orientation “in settings related to candi- 
dacy, ordination, or appointment. 


Martin Niemoller's famous statement about 
failing to speak up was the basis for those 
in the Western New York Annual Conference who 
wore a purple ribbon as a sign of "sadness 


THE AFFIRMATION PRESENCE 


"We are a gay and lesbian people 


And we are singing, singing for our lives." 


--Holly Near 
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for and protest"' about the "discriminatory 
and unjust action" of General Conference. 


Members of the California-Nevada Annual 
Conference were to consider a powerful state- 
ment of solidarity, and persons attending the 
Pacific and Southwest Annual Conference wore 
a black ribbon behind their Affirmation 
buttons. 


And we're getting letters... 


...from a new District Superintendent, who 
said, "Keep up the good work - in my new 
position I hope to have a positive effect for 
our cause." 


eeefrom a South Carolinian who sent word 
of "the love and good will of many of us who 
sense kinship with you and wish for all of us 
a richer and more Christian perspective." 


».efrom a New England parent of a lesbian 
who appreciated The Open Hand (our General 
Conference newsletter) because, "it helped to 
know that I am not alone in the pain that 
society inflicts." 


»eefrom an Indiana pastor, saying "Thank 
you for your courage and your work," and 
enclosing a generous gift. 


The words to this Holly Near song reflect the survival and the victory of the Affirmation 


presence at General Conference. 
seeking, reconciling people." 


During the course of the General Conference, 


A sign in the Affirmation office read, "We are a justice- 
This image of ourselves sustained us through the conference, 


challenging us and reminding us of who we were. 
one could see Affirmation members and friends 


passing out the daily newsletter, The Open Hand ("If your heart is as my heart, then give me 


your hand."). 
an article by the parents of a gay man, 
District Superintendent. The content re 


participated. 


The newsletter, well-received, 


included sections from the platform statement, 
a statement from a gay clergyperson, an article by a 
flected the reconciling presence in which Affirmation 


Affirmation folk sustained ourselves and our supporters (and nonsupporters) by singing 


daily at the Civic Center as the conference b 


hall—-"Walls that divide are broken down... 


sing along, and we can sing for a long, long, time," 
on the stone....'' These tunes bound up our wounds, 
We sang for our lives and for the lives o 


ness. 
present. 

At other moments during the ten days, 
visitors through mime. 


lesbians, the poor, the Good News people, and people of color. 


fining space, the church cried out for help. 
A "coming out" mime showed the struggles of gay men and 


removed the wall and embraced. 


lesbians coming out, being shy, being rejected, 
depicted the calling from God of a gay man or lesbian. 


e church, God's calling remains. 


"Whose Calling" --a mime of ordination, 
When the orders are stripped away by th 


Silent powerful witnesses were s 
loved others for our lives, we attem 
ciling presence. 


roke for lunch. 
"Why don't you sing this song, why don't you 


poken by Affirmation's actions. 
pted to live as the church in a justice-seeking and recon- 


We found hope and empowerment from that presence. 
-A lesbian member of the Coordinating Committee whose name cannot be used. 


The sounds filled the front 


"Can we be like drops of water falling 
made us strong, and reflected our whole- 
f our sisters and brothers who were not 


Affirmation folk in white-face spoke to delegates and 
"The Parable of the Church" showed the church walling out gay men and 


Then, walled within its con- 
Together, the church and the marginalized 


busting out, being beaten, coming out whole. 


We sang for our lives, we 


We are alive! 
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FALL IN DENVER 


Affirmation folk in Denver are already making their plans to host our gathering in their 
city September 14-16. Considering that they are also involved in hosting the Parents and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays meeting that same month, we appreciate their efforts on our be- 
half. The best way to show our appreciation is by being sure they have plenty to do--let's 
have a good turn out. 


. A major emphasis of the meeting will be conversations and experiences toward a gay and les- 
bian theology. We will also do further development of exciting new program ideas--all of them 
are areas needing involvement of more people. 


As is our custom, the meeting will begin with worship and fellowship on Friday evening and 
continue through noon Sunday. The meeting will be held at a downtown Denver church, with 
housing provided with lesbians and gay men living in the neighborhood. 


More details and a registration form will be in the August newsletter. The meeting has a 
sliding-scale registration fee--$5.00 for persons with an annual income of $5,000 or less, 
$1.00 per thousand dollars for persons with an annual income above $5,000. Participants in 
the meeting are also expected to participate in a travel pool so that travel costs are equal- 
ized. A "share" in the travel pool generally runs $100-150. Those who spend iess to travel 
to the meeting pay the difference into the pool. Those who spend more get the difference 
back. Because some people contribute their refund back to the travel pool and it is sub- 
sidized from Affirmation's regular budget, people who need to pay less than a full share can 


do so. Our effort is to minimize cost as a barrier to participation. 


Make your plans now--and be watching for the registration form in the next newsletter! 
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closes that structures provide the weakest Ever since General Conference had cast its 
witness, and are only incidental to the Gos- anti-ordination vote, I had been angrily 
pel and God's purpose for the church. Saying that I no longer considered myself 
part of the United Methodist Church. Sudden- 
ly, I saw I had been saying that for the 
wrong reason. It wasn't that I was reject- 
ing the church; it was that the church was 
trying to steal something from me--something 
it couldn't take unless I let it--my own 
commitment and faith. 


Careful and prayerful discernment also 
enables the identification of the church's 
missional arenas: persons and local congre- 
gations risking faithful focus on community 
and global ministry; local, district and 
annual conference councils on ministries; 
advisory/planning boards and groups for out- 
reach mission at all levels. Points of the 
church's strongest witness, these contexts 
are integral to the implementation of the 
Gospel mandate for the church. 


I still feel separated from the United 
Methodist institution, and I still plan to 
leave my local congregation if it doesn't 
have the courage and integrity to become a 
Reconciling Congregation within the next few 
months. I continue to think that Luke 10:8- 
l12--with its mandate to exit the unwelcoming 
town and shake the dust from one's shoes--is 
appropriate for gay/lesbian United Methodists 
to consider. But I now know that it never 
was right to give the institutional church 
the exalted position I gave it for many 
years. 


The contrast between the institutional 
"nseudo church" and the real community of 
faith risking mission in the world 1s great. 
The "pseudo church is exposed along with many 
of its leaders who are false prophets claim- 
ing to be God's surrogate judges and media- 
tors. The real church, fallible and imper- 
fect, stands clear in its role as witness and 


servant in the world. 
Salvation came to the Grinch that Christ- 


mas morning, when his heart "grew three 
sizes" and he realized the error of his ways. 
If the United Methodist Church someday 
chooses to feel its "heart strangely warmed". 
(to quote John Wesley), it will be welcome 
back in my circle, as the Whos welcomed the 
Grinch. Then, it can join me as I continue 
to sing. -BradR. 


Sharing the same call to discernment, our 
calls to subsequent action may nevertheless 
be quite diverse. Some may be called to com- 
plete separation from both parts of the 
church. My particular call is to remain 
visibly connected to the Gospel in the world, 
a part of God's church in its human form. 
This calling includes continuously articulat- 
ing the distinction between Gospel and 

DISCERNING/p. 5 
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QUOTES FROM GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Comments from Affirmation members 
1) on the legislation 


"I feel like a good friend has died. The 
death was expected, but still there is pain 
and there must be grieving at the loss." 


"Our presence and visibility becomes even 
more important now that the United Methodist 
Church has taken a definite stand. We are 
modern-day prophets. We are in ministry to 
the church and its people. Even more impor- 
tant may be our ministry to the gay men and 
lesbians who will leave or have already left 
a church which has rejected them. We are 
witnesses of hope as the community of 
faith, 


77 - 
) on Our own life as a group 


"You are all my family. When I got on the 
bus to go to Greensboro, I looked out the 
window and it was like my mom standing there 
waving. You stood in a row hugging each 
other and watched the bus drive off until you 
couldn't see it any more. I felt such sup- 
port." 


"After I leave, I am not alone. I am con- 
nected with all of you. Whenever I light a 
candle or sing a song, I am with you. We are 
connected more now than we have ever been 
before." 


"I hate goodbyes. But with this group I 
do not have to say goodbye. We are still to- 
gether after we leave and will for sure see 
each other again. I love you." 


"T was about to give up on the United 
Methodist Church, but now I plan to stay with 
it, despite this legislation, because in this 
group I have found the church as it 1s meant 
to be. It gives me hope to see the way we 
all care for each other here. I can really 


feel the Spirit among us." 
SSCHOSSSHSSHSSSSSHOSSHSSSSSSSSSSSOSEEBOESS8288888880 


AFFIRMATION GETS PUBLISHED 

Affirmation's response to the General 
Conference will be published in upcoming 
issues of two official denominational 
publications, Circuit Rider and engage/social 
action. Circuit Rider is published in Nash- 
ville as a communication medium for United 
Methodist clergy. e/sa is jointly published 
by the General Board of Church and Society 
with another denomination. 


Both articles carry the by-line of Morris 
Floyd, an Affirmation spokesperson. Their 
content is consistent with that of a press 
statement developed collegially among persons 
present during the last few days of General 
Conference. 


3) on living in exile 


"We are an exilic people. I feel very 
strongly the kind of paradox of the Hebrew 
people in exile. Their Temple was destroyed, 
their faith in God demolished. And they were 
captives in a foreign land. Into this mood 
of despair, 2nd Isaiah comes as prophet. He 
Says that there is something new coming, 
something that they have never known before 
on the earth. He ends the book with chapter 
55--You shall go forth and the mountains will 
Sing and the trees will clap their hands. 
All this shall be a sign of this everlasting 
covenant. 


"J feel this paradox within this General 


Conference experience. We are exiles, yet we 
are victors and receivers of the promise that 


something new is coming." 


DISCERNING from p. 4 


church, the real church and the "pseudo 
church." As one lesbian in ministry, if I 
separated from the church based on _ the 
"pseudo church's" sinful actions, I would be 
Supporting the "pseudo church" in its pre- 
tense that it is the real church. It would 
be giving credence to false prophets rather 
than protesting their attempts to usurp God's 
FOlE, 


Retaining my power and responsibility as a 
part of the church means disavowing the 
attempt of the "pseudo church" to block my 
call or take that responsibility from me. By 
continuing to act on my vocation to ministry, 
I am a part of the real church, giving to and 
through it what God has created me to be in 
her world with her people. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE SOUVENIRS 


No... we're not selling fake bronze 
medallions, bells or books. But we do have a 
few sets of the newsletter The Open _ Hand 
which Affirmation distributed during General 
Conference. It gives a nice flavor of our 


presence there. 


Those who act fast--the first thirty or so 
--will get originals, on the pink and laven- 
der paper. They have even been to the Balti- 
more Civic Center! 


A contribution of $5.00 or more, sent to 

Mark Bowman at Wash- 
ington DC  — am speed these goodies your 
way. Your contribution will help support our 
organizing work in the next few months. 
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CAMPMEETING ‘85 


A time for fun, renewal and growthful fellowship for members of the Affirmation family is 
forecast for the Summer of 1985. But your input is needed to make it go. 


The basic idea is to gather at a campground or similar facility for part or all of the week 
of June 30 through July 7, 1985. Some structure could be preplanned to facilitate our inte- 
gration of new family members and sharing of our many different skills, interests and commit- 


ments. 


If you would be interested in such an event, please respond to the following questions and 


return by July 15 to: Brad R., ees Veshington, DC >< _f 


1. Are you interested in attending the Campmeeting? Yes No 

2. Would you prefer: a whole week? a long weekend? 

3. Could you come during the week including July 4 in 1985? Yes No 
4. Do you have children who would accompany you? Yes No 

5. Would you object to the presence of children? Yes No 

6. Would be willing to help with child care? Yes No 

7. What is your preference as to *rusticity?” 


Very rustic: tents or sleeping bags under the stars 
Semi-rustic: remember church camp bunk beds? 
Not-so-rustic: a real bed, please! 

8. What could you afford to spend for room and board? S 


9. What geographic qualities appeal to you? (Check all that apply.) 


the beach mountains desert 
east coast central U.S. west coast 
10. Do you have any specific facilities to suggest? Please supply complete contact informa- 
tion: 
11. Would you be on the planning committee? Yes No 
Name Phone 
Address 
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AFFIRMATION COORDINATING COMMITTEE 


John Hanna 


Washington, DC 


Virginia Hilton D. J. Porter 


Lyle Loder 


New Hope, PA 


Mary LaRue Mike Underhill 


Philadelphia, PA S— — T = 


Two lesbian members whose names cannot be used. 


Spokespersons 


Mary Gaddis 
Holy City, . = 


Morris Floyd 


Minneapolis, MN — 


